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CHRISTMAS STAR, UD'S JACK RANG
FEATURED IN NEW SPACE THEATER SHOW
DAYTON, Ohio- Once every 250 years two giant planets, Jupiter and Saturn, align in
their orbits. This uncommon conjunction forms a radiant spot in the blackness of space for a
brief moment and slowly, as the planets continue their course, the brightness fades, not to be seen
again in a lifetime.
Persian astronomers may have witnessed this conjunction at the turn of the millennium.
St. Matthew writes that, recognizing the brilliance in the heavens as a sign from God, three Magi
followed this new star from the East to Bethlehem. There, cradled in straw and bathed in
starlight, lay the baby Jesus, whom the wise men knelt before in homage.
This phenomenon of the planets is one possible explanation for the appearance of the
Christmas star. This and other theories are illuminated in "The Star of Bethlehem," a holiday
sky show at the Caryl D. Philips Space Theater at the Dayton Museum of Natural History.
The show was narrated by UD communication professor Jack Rang, long-time actor and
radio announcer. "Narrating 'The Star of Bethlehem' was a great experience for me," Rang said.
"The thing I enjoy is to see people sitting in the audience saying, 'Oh, scientific theories are
being explained to me in a language I understand.' I guess you can say that the script is done
in a w1fY that makes astronomy down to earth."
For Rang, the Christmas star has an appeal beyond the scientific. "Certainly the star is
one of the special elements of Christmas," Rang said. "We can understand the stories about
Herod, the shepherds, the innkeeper. But the star is a kind of mystery. The idea that the
heavens acted as a guide has always fascinated people."
-30For media interviews, call Jack Rang at (513) 229-2548.
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